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With a vineyard planted in the "unproven" wilds of wheat country outside The
Dalles, Ore., Scott Elder and Stephanie LaMonica struggle to promote their label,
The Grande Dalles, and make a go of selling their wine. From the start, the couple
has set out to do things their own way, with the belief that staying out of the crowd
is better than being lost in it. These posts share their ups and downs.
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Vintners Scott and Stephanie of The Grande Dalles
share the ups and downs of their winemaking

adventures.
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Posted by Scott Elder and Stephanie LaMonica 

 

With a vineyard planted in the “unproven” wilds of wheat country
outside The Dalles, Ore., Scott Elder and Stephanie LaMonica struggle to
promote their label, The Grande Dalles, and make a go of selling their
wine. From the start, the couple has set out to do things their own way,
with the belief that staying out of the crowd is better than being lost in
it. These posts share their ups and downs.

 

When we began this dream
adventure, this labor of Scott’s love,
we were under the spell of one of
America’s most enduring myths: It is
the land of opportunity. Put in the
work, reap the rewards. We knew
planting a vineyard and making wine
from its grapes would be no

cakewalk, but we did not count on the remnants of Prohibition, a 20th
century relic, to stand squarely in our 21st century path.

Right now we find ourselves wanting — needing, really — to sell our wine
direct to retail in other states, Washington specifically, so that we can
move some wine. Only a stone’s throw across the river from us in Oregon,
Washington might as well be worlds away. The reason being the wacky
three-tiered system of alcohol distribution in place since the 1930s to
control how “alkie-hol” makes its way into your neighborhood store or
restaurant.

For us, the ability to sell direct — i.e. not through a distributor, which is
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the premise of the three-tier system — improves our sales margin
dramatically. It also lets us promote our wines personally, sharing all that
has gone into making them, versus a bottom-line distributor only
interested in price. The economic climate adds to this conundrum — most
distributors are intent on reducing their portfolios, not adding to them at
this time. That and our rather small inaugural year volume make it
virtually impossible to even find someone interested in carrying our small,
focused product line.

What we can do with our Oregon wine permit is sell wine directly to
anyone we want to within the state, as well as any others with direct-to-
consumer reciprocation, such as New York. But to sell to retail across
state lines, in Washington, and presumably in most other wine-friendly
states? The federal reaction is something like this: Mercy me! The thought
of such a thing! You see, the TTB, the federal governing body of alcohol
and tobacco, tells us we must hold a bonded winery in order to sell to
retail across state lines. That is to say, we would need to own the
winemaking facility where our wine is produced.

We do essentially everything a bonded winery does (and even more these
days): we planted, own, and farm a vineyard; we're in charge of all
decisions regarding how our wine is made; we do all our own package
development, branding, marketing, sales, etc. We just don’t own the
building where our wine production takes place. You’d think all this would
get us more, but in the government’s eyes, we’re nothing but wholesalers,
able to sell directly to you, dear consumer, or to distributors, who just
aren’t interested, and that’s it. Sigh.

So here we are. With all the advancements our country has made since
the ‘30s, all kinds of American dreams achieved, you’d think how we as a
nation think about booze would move along, too. But no. And for that,
opportunity for our dream falls short. Obviously the three-tier system
makes a lot of people money. But we're finding out that same system
reduces our competitiveness, all because of an outdated view of what a
wine producer is.

What’s next? We’re doing what we can — working on some events to get
more people to taste our wine, enlisting a Masters of Wine who is greatly
impressed with our product to help us get some kind of consideration out
in the wild wine world — which in itself is another story. Fingers crossed.
And if that doesn’t work, there’s always bootlegging. Yee ha! Stay tuned.

Comments (5) | Add a Comment

 Scott Elder and

Stephanie LaMonica

 

More Articles by Scott Elder and
Stephanie LaMonica

Diary of a Start-Up Winemaker: Still Fighting
Prohibition in 2011

Subscribe to Alerts
Sign up now to get new content via email based
on the topics you care about.

Related Topics:

Enter your E-Mail Address

 Receive Special Offers

 

Recipe Software
Analize your recipes
for cost and menus
for their profit
margins
MenuMax.com

Safeway Recipes
Get hundreds of free
recipes from from
Safeway today. Visit
online!
Safeway.com

Mobile Wine POS
Software
Affordable, effective
and complete Sell
Your Wine Anywhere -
Any Time
www.vinops.com

Print Restaurant
Coupons
100's of Printable
Coupons Coupons
from 1,000's of
Restaurants
www.ShopAtHome.com

Grapes & Wine
Decor
Shop New clocks,
plaques, word art,
Plaques, wall hooks,
wine holders
www.TouchofClass.com

Over a (Single) Barrel
Sandwich of the Week:
America’s Top 20 New
Sandwiches
10 Most Pointless Salad
Ingredients
Celebrity Sips: Les Grandes
Dames
Best Mexican Restaurants in
America

Hotels Near Shawnee, Georgia
(USAToday)

Omaha, NE Bars (USAToday)

NFL Power Rankings: Jimmy
Clausen and the 25 Most
Worthless Players in the NFL
(Bleacher Report)

Can't Get There? 50 Recipes
from Famous Restaurants
(iVillage)

Overactive Bladder? 10 Foods
to Avoid (Caring.com)

Privacy Policy

Submit

Portland Coupons
1 ridiculously huge coupon a day. Like doing
Portland at 90% off!
www.Groupon.com/Portland
Portland 1-Day Coupons

http://www.thedailymeal.com/food-worlds-secret-vices
http://www.thedailymeal.com/cocktails-help-survive-tax-day
http://www.thedailymeal.com/gluten-free-greek-pastitsio
http://www.thedailymeal.com/herb-mustard-coated-lamb-rack-0
http://www.thedailymeal.com/ladies-only-bridal-shower-menu
http://www.thedailymeal.com/win-two-tickets-st-croix
http://www.thedailymeal.com/101-best-restaurants-america
http://www.thedailymeal.com/10-most-pointless-salad-ingredients
http://www.thedailymeal.com/whats-good-trader-joes-0
http://www.thedailymeal.com/8-foods-not-cook-naked
http://www.ttb.gov/
http://purchase.thegrandedalles.com/all-wines-c2.aspx
http://www.thedailymeal.com/diary-start-winemaker-still-fighting-prohibition-2011#comments
http://www.thedailymeal.com/diary-start-winemaker-still-fighting-prohibition-2011#comment-form
http://www.thedailymeal.com/users/scott-elder-and-stephanie-lamonica
http://www.thedailymeal.com/node/add/image
http://www.thedailymeal.com/diary-start-winemaker-still-fighting-prohibition-2011
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BlQjCLyWuTfmRF5LbqQGzxqi4CNaFr_QBptSejBfAjbcB4IpvEAEYASCTiJYcKAU4AFD62q2JBGDJhv6LzKTUGaABlreS7AOyARR3d3cudGhlZGFpbHltZWFsLmNvbboBCjE2MHg2MDBfYXPIAQHaAVFodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRoZWRhaWx5bWVhbC5jb20vZGlhcnktc3RhcnQtd2luZW1ha2VyLXN0aWxsLWZpZ2h0aW5nLXByb2hpYml0aW9uLTIwMTGAAgGoAwHIAxfoA5UD6AN66AOWA-gDlAP1AwAAAEQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwOhBN5apkdFdRgRW-JwGA8mH-s7g&client=ca-pub-1537791389605997&adurl=http://MenuMax.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BnpbFLyWuTfmRF5LbqQGzxqi4CJ3Hm_EB1a31uxXAjbcBsLY8EAIYAiCTiJYcKAU4AFCDw6y0-_____8BYMmG_ovMpNQZsgEUd3d3LnRoZWRhaWx5bWVhbC5jb226AQoxNjB4NjAwX2FzyAEB2gFRaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGVkYWlseW1lYWwuY29tL2RpYXJ5LXN0YXJ0LXdpbmVtYWtlci1zdGlsbC1maWdodGluZy1wcm9oaWJpdGlvbi0yMDExyAKV4JsZqAMByAMX6AOVA-gDeugDlgPoA5QD9QMAAABE&num=2&sig=AGiWqtwt1JoCDqSTcbcO5EQmzKpHDMzABw&client=ca-pub-1537791389605997&adurl=http://s2.srtk.net/www/delivery/rd.php%3Fbannerid%3D227%26trackerid%3D669%26SR%3Dsr3_4895239_go%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.safeway.com%252FIFL%252FGrocery%252FRecipes-and-Meals%253Fcmpid%253Dsearch_recipes_safeway
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BLYb9LyWuTfmRF5LbqQGzxqi4CI7koIMCrs6K9RXAjbcBoMNxEAMYAyCTiJYcKAU4AFC1wrKMA2DJhv6LzKTUGbIBFHd3dy50aGVkYWlseW1lYWwuY29tugEKMTYweDYwMF9hc8gBAdoBUWh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhlZGFpbHltZWFsLmNvbS9kaWFyeS1zdGFydC13aW5lbWFrZXItc3RpbGwtZmlnaHRpbmctcHJvaGliaXRpb24tMjAxMagDAcgDF-gDlQPoA3roA5YD6AOUA_UDAAAARA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtwPbrRMi4rP2YzywD0k1wlfiIFjJA&client=ca-pub-1537791389605997&adurl=http://www.vinops.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BWt50LyWuTfmRF5LbqQGzxqi4CLnb64MCwfLw2hW59IzYV5D0HRAEGAQgk4iWHCgFOABQ7YKjK2DJhv6LzKTUGaAB9bbk_gOyARR3d3cudGhlZGFpbHltZWFsLmNvbboBCjE2MHg2MDBfYXPIAQHaAVFodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRoZWRhaWx5bWVhbC5jb20vZGlhcnktc3RhcnQtd2luZW1ha2VyLXN0aWxsLWZpZ2h0aW5nLXByb2hpYml0aW9uLTIwMTH4AQGAAgHAAgHIAuv7iASoAwHIAxfoA5UD6AN66AOWA-gDlAP1AwAAAEQ&num=4&sig=AGiWqtwbMQEkZo_FcpOgFqHQRVuUDK-L-g&client=ca-pub-1537791389605997&adurl=http://www.shopathome.com/discounts_and_coupons/default-brand.aspx%3Frefer%3D78814%26src%3DSEPDSE%26vendor%3Dgoogle%26Distribution%3DContent%26keyword%3D%26AdId%3D5718247641%26placement%3Dwww.thedailymeal.com%26MatchType%3DContent
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B-CCKLyWuTfmRF5LbqQGzxqi4COWfidgBrce-khnAjbcB8LkmEAUYBSCTiJYcKAU4AFD5r5DBAmDJhv6LzKTUGaAB78qI-AOyARR3d3cudGhlZGFpbHltZWFsLmNvbboBCjE2MHg2MDBfYXPIAQHaAVFodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRoZWRhaWx5bWVhbC5jb20vZGlhcnktc3RhcnQtd2luZW1ha2VyLXN0aWxsLWZpZ2h0aW5nLXByb2hpYml0aW9uLTIwMTGAAgGoAwHIAxfoA5UD6AN66AOWA-gDlAP1AwAAAEQ&num=5&sig=AGiWqtwVwbog7mrG2BRAbgtpHR8gpp5GPw&client=ca-pub-1537791389605997&adurl=http://www.touchofclass.com/category/navigation/shop%2Bby%2Bstyle/grapes%2Band%2Bwine/wall%2Bdecor.do%3Fsortby%3DourPicks%26page%3Dall%26code%3DCAGT010504
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.thedailymeal.com/diary-start-winemaker-still-fighting-prohibition-2011%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-1537791389605997%26adU%3DMenuMax.com%26adT%3DRecipe%2BSoftware%26adU%3DSafeway.com%26adT%3DSafeway%2BRecipes%26adU%3Dwww.vinops.com%26adT%3DMobile%2BWine%2BPOS%2BSoftware%26adU%3Dwww.ShopAtHome.com%26adT%3DPrint%2BRestaurant%2BCoupons%26adU%3Dwww.TouchofClass.com%26adT%3DGrapes%2B%2526amp%253B%2BWine%2BDecor%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNF_Pfst58sUhIxOI9vWnFltU8wFQg
http://www.thedailymeal.com/over-single-barrel
http://www.thedailymeal.com/print/10630
http://www.thedailymeal.com/10-most-pointless-salad-ingredients
http://www.thedailymeal.com/celebrity-sips-les-grandes-dames
http://www.thedailymeal.com/best-mexican-restaurants-america
http://traveltips.usatoday.com/hotels-near-shawnee-georgia-38144.html
http://traveltips.usatoday.com/omaha-ne-bars-29890.html
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/642989-nfl-power-rankings-jimmy-clausen-and-the-25-most-worthless-players-in-the-nfl
http://www.ivillage.com/recipes-famous-restaurants/3-b-335974
http://www.caring.com/articles/10-foods-for-overactive-bladder
http://www.thedailymeal.com/privacy-policy
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B0Z6ALyWuTd-dF4WsqAGI19yyCMz967IClJSDixusz9DqU6DiugEQARgBIJOIlhwoBDgAUJW6ot8BYMmG_ovMpNQZoAG8parlA7IBFHd3dy50aGVkYWlseW1lYWwuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBUWh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhlZGFpbHltZWFsLmNvbS9kaWFyeS1zdGFydC13aW5lbWFrZXItc3RpbGwtZmlnaHRpbmctcHJvaGliaXRpb24tMjAxMeABAvgBAcACAagDAcgDF-gDlQPoA3roA5YD6AOUA_UDAAAARA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxJ1olbqeU6msYFcOgKpyOJa2N4GA&client=ca-pub-1537791389605997&adurl=http://www.groupon.com/portland/subscribe%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DExplorer%26d%3DOregon_-_Portland%26p%3Dwww.thedailymeal.com%26a%3DText
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BPsMmLyWuTd-dF4WsqAGI19yyCP2vr-IB1cz65hrAjbcBoICxARACGAIgk4iWHCgEOABQ8fvX_QVgyYb-i8yk1BmgAbuo-uYDsgEUd3d3LnRoZWRhaWx5bWVhbC5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzyAEB2gFRaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGVkYWlseW1lYWwuY29tL2RpYXJ5LXN0YXJ0LXdpbmVtYWtlci1zdGlsbC1maWdodGluZy1wcm9oaWJpdGlvbi0yMDEx4AECgAIByALdyKISqAMByAMX6AOVA-gDeugDlgPoA5QD9QMAAABE&num=2&sig=AGiWqtyxzhZ_TdtgNVmWiqZ8R18O8cwWnA&client=ca-pub-1537791389605997&adurl=http://livingsocial.com/deals/socialads_reflector%3Fdo_not_redirect%3D1%26preferred_city%3D31%26ref%3Dgoogle_content4_31_portlandor

	Huffpost_food_Diary_of_Winemaker
	Diary_Of_A_Startup_Winemaker.pdf



